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To help you get a better idea of what we assess your child on and what each listed item actually means, here is a list of each item and a description of each. Please note that not all of the following will be assessed at the beginning of the year – some of the following will be assessed later in the school year (see “Kindergarten Assessment Schedule”):
1) Alphabet Recognition: This is straight-forward. Your child must be able to identify all upper and lowercase letters.
2) Concepts-of-Print: This assesses your child understanding of how a book should be read (front to back, top to bottom, left to right), where a sentence begins and ends, and the differences between letters and words.
3) Blending: Your child must be able to put together, or blend, sounds to form a word. For example, if you say: “/c/ /a/ /t/”, your child must blend those sounds and say: “cat”. Another example, if you say: “/p/ /i/”, your child should know that if they blend the sounds together, it creates the word: “pie”.

4) Letter Sounds: Your child must know the sound each letter makes. 
5) Segmenting: This is the opposite of Blending. If you say: “cat”, your child must break the word apart, or segment it, and say: /c/ /a/ /t/. Another example, if you say “pie”, your child should say: “/p/ /i/”.
6) Rhyming: This is also straight-forward. Your child must be able to rhyme words and find pictures of rhyming objects.
7) Comprehension: Your child will listen to a short story without pictures and is expected to answer questions about the story afterwards. 
8) Spelling: Your child should be able to spell 2-4 letter words that can be sounded out. For example: cat, wig, vet, run, hot, etc.
9) High-Frequency & Decodable Words: There will be a list of the high-frequency words and decodable words your child must be able to read. I have attached a list of high-frequency words. Decodable words are 2-4 letter words that your child should be able to sound out. For example: cat, wig, vet, run, hot, etc. 
